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Introduction 
Jesus’ glorification never made sense to me.  Until this week, I didn’t understand why that was 
the case.  As I reflected on it this week, it began to click.  I had always looked at this from the 
perspective of Jesus as God.  Of course He would be glorified when He went to heaven!  What 
else would happen?  Why did it seem to be a big deal?  "And now, O Father, glorify Me 
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was."  (John 
17:5, NKJV)  It seemed logical and made sense.  What else could there be?  What was I 
missing?  Let’s find out.


On a personal level, as I began to consider what I will be teaching today, I have had a hard time 
accepting and believing what the Scriptures teach us regarding this topic.  It is truly mind 
boggling!  And I have an internal resistance to teaching what I can’t comprehend


“Glorified” in the NT 
It is clear that the word translated glorified has a fairly wide range of meanings and uses.  
Particularly in the Gospel of John, Jesus uses it in various directions and ways.  I won’t be 
going into any of that today.  I will stick to a narrow definition of glorify that refers to Jesus’ 
glorification at or before His Ascension to the Father, or maybe prior to His physical Ascension 
in Acts 1, but in the first ascension to cleanse the heavenly tabernacle with His blood.  
(Mentioned in Hebrews 9:23-24). The “when” is not clear.  That it happened is clear.  


"But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the 
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified."  (Joh 7:39, NKJV)


"(His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and they did these things to 
him.)"  (Joh 12:16, LEB)


"But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be 
glorified."  (Joh 12:23, NKJV)


"If God is glorified in Him (Jesus), God will also glorify Him (Jesus) in Himself (G0d), and glorify 
Him (Jesus) immediately."  (Joh 13:32, NKJV)


"And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 
before the world was."  (Joh 17:5, NKJV)


"Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these (believers) He also glorified."  (Rom 8:30, NKJV)


"who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to 
the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself."  (Php 3:21, NKJV)
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If I had to guess, and at some level that is what I am doing, it would appear that Jesus’ 
glorification is linked to His change of “body” from a material body to a spiritual body.  From a 
body subject to death to an eternal, spiritual body that lives forever—one that has “eternal life.”  


The general pattern 
• Jesus, through the incarnation, was fully human

• What one human achieves becomes a doorway for all to achieve, at least potentially

• Jesus, the man, is now seated at the right hand of the Father

• We are “in Him”

• He is the “firstborn among many brethren”

• He is the “firstfruits”

• We receive His inheritance

• Jesus first, then us


The Word/Eternal Son 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."  (Joh 
1:1, NKJV)


"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."  (Joh 1:14, NKJV)


"And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 
before the world was."  (Joh 17:5, NKJV)


What is the progression?

• He “was” God

• Had all the glory associated with being God


• He became man (Leaving behind the glory, Phil.2:5-9, implied)

• He still is a man

• But now He is a glorified man with the glory He had as God


I can’t wrap my head around that!


Why not?


Because Scripture says that we are co-heirs with Him 

Rom 8:16  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

Rom 8:17  and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.


"and if children, also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
together with him so that we may also be glorified together with him."  (Rom 8:17, LEB)


Full disclosure:  Technically “with Him” is not in the Greek text.  But the “glorified together with” 
is another of Paul’s made up words that he uses which clearly indicates Christ and us at the 
same time.


Whatever glory Christ may have, it is apparent in the Scriptures what we will have it as well.


That’s more than I can wrap my head around!
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