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Text:  Roman 8:29

"For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many brethren."  (Rom 8:29, NKJV)


Last week we looked at the incarnation of Jesus:  God became a man


Today I want to follow that with “the rest of the story.”


Beginning well 
God’s plan was to dwell on the earth among a family of people made “in His own image.”  
Humanity was to “image” God to all of creation—faithfully represent Him.


"So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them."  (Gen 1:27, NKJV)


Adam and Eve failed in their mandate to image God well on the earth.


Bearing the image 
Jesus faithfully “imaged” God (the Father) while on the earth.  Where Adam and Eve failed, 
Jesus succeeded.


"who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person"  (Heb 1:3a, NKJV)


"who is the radiance of his glory and the representation of his essence"  (Heb 1:3a, LEB)


Representation:  Greek word has the idea of a stamp


Essence:  The underlying reality to what is visible. “That which underlies the apparent.” 
(Zhodiates)


Jesus was the visible expression of the underlying essence—God 

Jesus did not “progressively become” that reality throughout His life.  He manifested the reality 
that He was.


Conformed to the image 
“to be molded into the image of His Son” (Amplified)


“Conformed” in Greek is actually an adjective.  It is a description, not an action!  In English, the 
translators turn it into a verb so that it sounds right.


Why is that the case?  So He could be the first among many! 
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The firstborn among many brethren 

“Firstborn” has two meanings

1. Simply the first one born.  “And she gave birth to her firstborn son…(Luke 2:37). Jesus was 

Mary’s first baby.

2. The preeminent one.  Having the first and highest place.  This is the most likely meaning in 

Rom. 8:29.  Jesus is the preeminent one among many who are like Him, conformed to His 
image.


Here’s the pattern 


	 God


	   V


	 Jesus - In God’s image


	   V


	 You and I - Jesus’ image


God is—therefore He does


Jesus is—therefore He did


We are—therefore we do


The fundamental question for us is:  


	 What does it look like to live out of the life of Jesus within us?


It seems we have become accustomed to being mere “hearers” of the word.  James says we 
need to be “doers” of the word.


Jas 1:22  But be doers of the message and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves,

Jas 1:23  because if anyone is a hearer of the message and not a doer, this one is like someone 
staring at his own face in a mirror,

Jas 1:24  for he looks at himself and goes away and immediately forgets what sort of person 
he was.

Jas 1:25  But the one who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues to do it, not being 
a forgetful hearer but a doer who acts, this one will be blessed in what he does.


What will you do with the life of Jesus within you?  Will it merely be a nice idea?  Or will it 
transform your way of thinking, speaking, and living?


Mat 9:35  And Jesus was going around all the towns and the villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
every sickness.

Mat 9:36  And when he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
weary and dejected, like sheep that did not have a shepherd.

Mat 9:37  Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.

Mat 9:38  Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest that he send out workers into his harvest."
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