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"Then the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom."  (Mar 15:38, NKJV)

Why did the veil of the temple “tear on its own”?  Something “cosmic” must have happened.  
What was it?  

Old Testament
As always, this stuff always starts back there somewhere, and usually with Moses.  The 
Pentateuch is the foundation for the entire revelation of God in the Scriptures.

Mt Sinai
Basically, four things transpired on Mt. Sinai.  What were they and why did they happen?
The why is found in God’s intentions for His relationship with this people whom He had rescued 
from Egypt.  'You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings 
and brought you to Myself.  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is 
Mine.  And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' (Ex. 19:4-6)

There was only one small problem:  God was pure and holy and they weren’t!

Page 1



What was God’s solution?  
1. The Law, specifically the Ten Commandments
2. A means of ritual cleansing - the sacrificial system
3. A priesthood to work the system
4. A God cave where God could be separate from the people but still dwell among them.

Parts of the Tabernacle
1. Outer court - Burnt sacrifices
2. Holy Place - priests did various rituals (Heb. 9:1-10)

2.1.The sacrifices of both the outer court and the holy place were for the cleansing of the 
space between God and the people.

3. Most Holy Place (Heb. 9:1-10)
3.1.God’s presence
3.2.Ark of the testimony (two tablets of the law—one for God and one for the people
3.3.Cherubim overshadowing the Ark

4. Curtain - Kept God separate from the people

Temple
Basically the same as the Tabernacle.  (In fact, it appears the tabernacle may have actually 
been placed inside the temple.)

Reorienting our thinking
To understand the torn veil, we need to look at the OT concepts of holy and profane.  These are 
central to the tabernacle/temple and the sacrificial system, which of course point to Christ.  I will 
draw from Michael Heiser, The Unseen Realm, Lexham Press, 2015.

“The concept of otherness was at the core of Israelite identity.  Otherness is the core of 
holiness.  The Hebrew vocabulary for holiness means to be set apart or to be distinct.  While the
idea has a moral dimension related to conduct, it is not intrinsically about morality.  It is about 
distinction.  Israel’s identification with Yahweh by virtue of his covenant with Abraham and the 
terms of the covenant at Sinai mean that, as Leviticus 19:2 concisely summarizes, Israelites 
were to be set apart (“holy”) as Yahweh was set apart (“holy”). (P.172)

“Yahweh’s complete otherness was reinforced in the minds of the Israelites through 
worship and sacrifice.  Yahweh was not only the source of Israel’s life—he was life.  Yahweh 
was complete in his perfections.  Yahweh was not of earth, a place where there is death, 
disease, and imperfection.  His realm is supernatural; ours is terrestrial.  The space he 
occupies is sacred and made otherworldly by His presence.  The space we occupy is “profane” 
or ordinary.  Yahweh is the antithesis of ordinary.  Humans must be invited and purified to 
occupy the same space.  (P.172, emphasis mine)

“Even within sacred space there were gradations of holiness or sanctity.  The closer one 
got to Yahweh’s presence, the more holy the ground or the object in his proximity.  The terms 
that describe the layout of the structure are evidence of this progression.  From the entrance 
inward there was the court, the holy place, and the ‘most holy place’ (‘holy of holies’).  The 
space of the tabernacle got progressively more holy from the entrance to the innermost room.”  
(P.173)

“The progressive ‘holiness zones’ were also distinguished by the priestly clothing 
associated with them (Ex. 28-29).  For example, the high priest, the person permitted access to 
the holiest place, wore a unique ephod, breastplate, and headdress inscribed with ‘holy to 
Yahweh.’  The holier the zone, the more costly the animal sacrifice to sanctify the priests 
when they entered into the presence of Yahweh for rituals (Lev 8).”  (P.173 Emphasis mine)
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“As the divine abode, the tabernacle was also analogous to Eden.  Like Eden, the 
tabernacle was cosmic in conception, the place where heaven and earth met, a veritable 
microcosm of the Edenic creation where God first dwelt on earth.”  (P.174)

“Sacred space and realm distinction are not just Old Testament concepts….Believe it or 
not, you are sacred space.”  (P.332, emphasis in text)

“Paul in particular refers to the believer as the place where God now tabernacles—we 
are the temple of God, both individually and corporately.  This is most transparently seen in 
English translations in two passages where Paul tells the Corinthians, ‘You are God’s temple’ (1 
Cor 3:16), and, ‘Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit’ (1 Cor 6:19).  The former speaks of 
the church corporately as the temple; the latter focuses on each believer individually.”  (Pp. 332-
33)

The sacred/profane continuum
Positive - holy, neutral - common, negative - profane/unclean.  “And a voice came to him, ‘Rise, 
Peter; kill and eat.’  But Peter said, ‘Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or 
unclean.’  And a voice spoke to him again the second time, "What God has cleansed (made 
holy) you must not call common." (Acts 10:13-15 NKJV)

So what’s with the veil?
Jesus’ body opened the way into the realm of the spirit, the new and living way.

"By that will we have been sanctified (set apart) through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all."  (Heb 10:10, NKJV)

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High 
Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  (Heb. 
10:19-22)

Remember the “holier the zone” the “more costly the…sacrifice”?  The most costly sacrifice ever
given (Jesus body and blood) opened the door to the holiest possible place—the very presence 
of God.

And it went both ways.  His resurrection gave us eternal life in our spirits, thus making our spirits
sacred space so that God Himself in the person of the Spirit could take up residence within us.  

Future
From the beginning, God’s plan was to move His residence to the earth.  Adam’s treason forced 
Him out, so to speak.  Now, through Holy Spirit, there are pockets of His presence in you and 
me individually, and corporately when the church gathers.  After the restored heaven and earth 
when all that is unclean is eliminated from the cosmos, God and Jesus will join Holy Spirit and 
the earth will again be their residence.

Rev 21:1  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away. Also there was no more sea.
Rev 21:2  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
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Rev 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be 
with them and be their God.
Rev 21:4  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away."

Rev 22:1  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb.
Rev 22:2  In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which 
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations.
Rev 22:3  And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be 
in it, and His servants shall serve Him.
Rev 22:4  They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.
Rev 22:5  There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord 
God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.

When the High Priest went into the Holiest place, he wore a turban with an insignia which said, 
“Holy to Yahweh.”  In the same way, we can enter His presence (see His face) and will bear His 
name on our foreheads (our access code).

New Covenant application
We are now sacred space for the indwelling presence of Holy Spirit

1Co 6:19  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are not your own?
1Co 6:20  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God's.

I would suggest, following the two part model, that the temple referred to here would parallel the
tabernacle of the OT with the two parts.  Our body the holy place, the “veil” separating the body 
from the spirit, and the spirit the holiest place.

Joh 7:38  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart (Gk. “Koilia” - 
hollow; a likely reference to the human spirit) will flow rivers of living water."
Joh 7:39  But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; 
for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

We need to reorient our thinking.  We are not impure sinners stumbling along through life!

Act 10:14  But Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean."
Act 10:15  And a voice spoke to him again the second time, "What God has cleansed you 
must not call common."

We are not common space!  We are sacred space, the dwelling place of HS.  Our spirits are the 
new “God cave” on the earth.
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"Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.""  (Act 3:6, NKJV)

The only remaining question is:  Will you use your body for God’s 
purposes and be light and life to those around you?
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