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"I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the 
keys of Hades and of Death."  (Rev 1:18, NKJV)

"that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, 
and of those under the earth,"  (Php 2:10, NKJV)

2Ti 2:24  And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient,
2Ti 2:25  in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them 
repentance, so that they may know the truth,
2Ti 2:26  and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having
been taken captive by him to do his will.

Today I am continuing the theme from last week, which was Christus Victor.  Jesus overcame 
the archenemy of God and all his minions through the resurrection from the dead.  But first I 
want to start with a different, but related, question.

How do we “believe the Gospel”?
1. Sales manager - Brian
2. PLO leader in Jordan
3. Indigenous group in the Venezuelan jungle
4. Hindu student
5. They didn’t answer our questions - Don Jacobs
6. What are the questions of the people around us?
7. How do we interact with those who don’t believe?

Talk, probe, listen, respond.  Have an agenda first and foremost to understand, then speak.

What is the primary and fundamental message of the NT?
“The book of Acts will confirm that the early Church preached Christ rose from the dead and 
was enthroned at the Father’s right hand.  Although they came to understand what he did for 
their sins, this was not the emphasis in their preaching.  Forgiveness was a side benefit of the 
fact that He had overcome death and defeated all Satanic powers.  The gospel is more than the 
forgiveness of sins.  God has brought forth a New Creation and given fallen men His 
Righteousness.  He has rendered inoperative him who had the power of death—that is, the 
devil.  We are delivered out of Satan’s authority and free from his oppression.”  (Throne Life, 
Joe McIntyre, Empowering Grace Ministries, 2011) 

Act 26:22  Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to 
small and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would 
come—
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Act 26:23  that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and 
would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles."

Death and Hades unpacked
Jesus death must first and foremost be seen as the defeat of death and Hades.  But who or 
what are they?  Are the Scriptures our only viable choice for understanding them?  How do we 
truly know?

There is general agreement between the perspective of Scripture and the the writings of the 
surrounding cultures during both the OT and NT periods.  Details may vary significantly, but the 
general framework is largely homogeneous.

There was general consensus within the church, again with some variations, until the time—not 
surprisingly—of the reformation.  At that time, the “unseen” aspects of the Scriptures began to 
be filtered out.  First, the realm of evil:  Satan, demons, hell, etc.  Then they also began to 
question Jesus’ “descensus” into Hades, angels, the “netherworld,” etc.  With these changes 
also came a generalizing of the idea of heaven.  Most of these ideas have been passed along to
us either specifically through the teachings of the church or generally through cultural things like
books, novels, and movies.

The English problem—again!
Unfortunately, again we have the problem of “lost in translation”!  Our translations of the 
Scriptures into English all are post reformation and tend to reflect the post reformation ambiguity
of thought.  Whether this is purely a theological issue is uncertain, as we don’t have 
corresponding words in the English language.  The more recent translations have begun to 
reflect the original contextual thought, which is good, although to do it they carry over the 
original Hebrew and Greek terms.

The King James Version generally did not carry through the distinctions of the Hebrew and 
Greek texts which I will use as the basis of my teaching.  Instead, the translators decided to 
basically use only “heaven and hell” as the “spiritual” options.  For instance, Sheol, which 
appears +/- 60 times in the Hebrew Scriptures, which in the newer versions is generally carried 
over as “Sheol,” is generally translated “grave,” “hell,” or a few times “pit.”  The Greek word 
“hades” appears 11 times in the textus receptus and is translated “hell” 10 times and “grave” 
once.

The second temple cosmic composition
"that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, 
and of those under the earth,"  (Php 2:10, NKJV)

My focus will be on “and of those under the earth.”

Old Testament
In the OT, the general understanding is that when a person died, his body and soul separated. 
The body was buried, and the soul went to “Sheol.”  “In short, Sheol is the realm of the dead in 
the OT and all go there (except Enoch and Elijah), but the righteous have the hope that God 
would one day rescue them out of there.”  (Justin Bass, The Battle for the Keys, Wipf and Stock 
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Publishers, Eugene, p.24.)  Sheol is “predominantly the realm of the underworld.” (Bass, p.25). 
Sheol is sometimes personified, seen as an individual in charge of the realm of the dead.

Second temple thought
The second temple period was characterized by the Jewish people processing what had 
happened with the loss of the temple and the destruction of the Jewish nation.  Apocalyptic 
literature became an area of much thought, and this included them thinking regarding the realm 
of the dead.  They envisioned three distinct realms: 
1. The realm of the righteous dead
2. The realm of the wicked dead
3. The realm of the Genesis 6 imprisoned spirits
“There is no evidence before the NT era that the souls of men and women went to heaven, but 
instead all descended into one of these compartments of the underworld.” (Bass, p,47)

Jesus would appear to affirm this thought in His parable of the rich man and Lazarus:  “So it 
was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man 
also died and was buried.  And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  And besides all this, between us and you there is 
a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from 
there pass to us.'"  (Luk 16:22-23,26, NKJV). While this is a parable and we generally don’t 
develop theology from parables, the parable makes no sense at all unless Jesus is confirming 
the generally held cosmic understanding of the underworld.

New Testament thought
1. Paradise/Abraham’s bosom
Consistent with the above parable, this was the place of the righteous souls/dead prior to Jesus’
resurrection.  Interestingly, Jesus told the thief on the cross, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you 
will be with Me in Paradise." (Luke 23:43)
2.  Hades
The composition of “Hades” is simply “a” the negative prefix and “des” which is from the root to 
see.  Hades is literally the unseen.  However, it is used in the NT to refer to the place of souls of 
the unrighteous dead, again as seen in Jesus’ parable above.  Hades is often personified in the 
NT as if were a spiritual being.  Maybe it is!
3.  The Abyss/Tartarus 
“Paul speaks of Jesus descending into the Abyss (Rom. 10:6-6) and Peter arguably says that 
Christ preached to the spirits imprisoned in Tartarus (1 Pet. 3:19 prison; 2Pet. 2:4 “Tartarus”).  
The Abyss is also predominantly understood as the dwelling place of fallen angels (demons) in 
the underworld throughout the intertestamental literature.” (Bass, pp. 56-57).  Luke records of 
the demons that they “begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss” (Luke 
8:31 NIV).  The word in Greek simply means bottomless and generally is understood to be a 
place inhabited by evil spirit beings.  It was seen as a third compartment of the underworld, but 
not as one for human souls.
4,  Gehenna/Lake of Fire
“These are not compartments in the underworld, nor did Jesus visit them.  It is the consistent 
testimony of the ancient Jewish and Greco-Roman world that the wicked will suffer eternally in 
the afterlife, usually by fire.”  (Bass, p.59). “Jesus consistently uses Gehenna to describe the 
final destiny of the wicked, and in Revelations their final destiny is the Lake of Fire.  Gehenna is 
consistently distinguished from Hades in the NT as the final Hell of fire for both body and soul, 
but Hades is temporary punishment for soul only.  The Lake of Fire also is the place where body
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and soul reunite at the resurrection to be cast forever and ever (Rev. 20:13-15) and Hades will 
be destroyed in the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:13-14).”  (Bass, pp.60-61)

The Descensus
The Apostles Creed says:  “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into
hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy catholic Church, the Communion of Saints; The 
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.”  The phrase 
“descended into hell” was added to the original version, probably because “buried” in the early 
centuries of the church was understood to included going the the underworld and that 
understanding was no longer universal in the church.  (Bass, pp. 6-13)

“The historical core of the threefold purpose of Christ’s descent:  preaching, releasing the saints 
of the OT, and triumphant defeat of Death and Hades is one of the best attested Christian 
doctrines from the second century.”  (Bass, p.11)

Summary of Jesus’ time in Hades
1. He preached to the spirits imprisoned before the flood (1 Pet. 3:19; See also Jude 1:6)
2. He likely also preached to the wicked portion of Hades, informing them of the cosmic 

“program”
3. He released the righteous captives of Hades and took them “on high.” (Eph. 4:8)
4. He defeated “death and hades” in some way and took away their authority.
5. After defeating them, He took the keys of, or belonging to, Death and Hades (Rev. 1:18; 

apparently personified in this passage and others)
6. And He received all authority in heaven and upon earth (Mt. 28:18)

What are the implications?
Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in 
the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
(Heb. 2:14-15)

"However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor 
of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing."  (1Co 2:6, NKJV)

G2673
καταργέω
katargéō; to be idle. To render inactive, idle, useless, ineffective, trans.

Through Jesus’ death he rendered the devil “inactive, idle, useless and ineffective” in his 
relationship with you.  He is defeated in every way, and as you live under the Lordship of Jesus 
you can walk in victory each and every day.

We no longer need to fear the dethroned spiritual powers who masquerade as if they are 
something because all authority belongs to Jesus Christ in heaven and on earth.  And every 
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knee of every being in heaven, upon the earth, and under the earth will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord.

"Then Jesus made a public spectacle of all the powers and principalities of darkness, stripping 
away from them every weapon and all their spiritual authority and power to accuse us. And by 
the power of the cross, Jesus led them around as prisoners in a procession of triumph. He was 
not their prisoner; they were his!"  (Col 2:15, TPT)

Next week:  Our identification with Christ in His victory and enthronement
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