
The Journey to Sweet 

Exodus 15:22-27 



From Marah to Elim 

Life is like a journey! Your spiritual life is 
like the journey of Israel on the way to the 
Promised Land. 

• You start out of Egypt. 

• Sometimes that journey gets rough and 
goes through bitter times (like at Marah). 

• But God being with you, you are only 
passing through (it is temporary). 



From Marah to Elim 

1. When you go through a wilderness or a 
dry time… remember God is leading, it is 
all always ultimately on the way to the 
Promised Land! 
 

Exodus 15:22  Then Moses led the people 
of Israel away from the Red Sea, and 
they moved out into the desert of Shur. 



From Marah to Elim 

2. God gives godly leaders… to lead you on 
your life’s journey, as an individual and also in 
a local body which is like one of the tribes of 
Israel. 

• Exodus 15:22  Then Moses led the people 
of Israel away from the Red Sea, and they 
moved out into the desert of Shur. They 
traveled in this desert for three days 
without finding any water.  (about 30 
miles) 



Wilderness of Sin 

Wilderness of Shur 



From Marah to Elim 
3. Life can bring bitter moments… but God is 
always with you. Remember to not complain 
along the way. It helps to always be part of 
the solution and not part of the problem. 

• Exodus 23-24 When they came to the oasis 
of Marah, the water was too bitter to drink. 
So they called the place “Marah” (which 
means "bitter").  

• Then the people complained and turned 
against Moses. "What are we going to drink?" 
they demanded.  



From Marah to Elim 

4. Along the way God brings or allows 
tests… to test and grow your prayer, 
listening and obedience. If you use what 
God shows you, you can become sweet. 
• Exodus 15:25  So Moses cried out to the 

LORD for help, and the LORD showed him 
a piece of wood. . and this made the water 

good (sweet) to drink. It was there at 
Marah that the LORD set before them the 
following decree as a standard to test 
their faithfulness to Him.  



From Marah to Elim 
5. The OT has incredible imagery… 
pointing to the Cross of Jesus Christ –  

1. Egypt – is like the old life before Christ 

2. Red Sea – is like water baptism 

3. Moses – is like a type of Jesus who leads. 

4. The bitter waters – is like the bitter 
moments in life 

5. The wood tree - is like the Cross of Jesus 
that transforms your life and heals you 
and your situations as you apply the wood 
to the bitter and ask God to redeem. 



From Marah to Elim 

6. God is telling you two things here–  

 a) as God healed the waters of Marah 
 from sickness and bitterness and made 
 it sweet, so God  can heal you to become 
 sweet.  

 b) Listen  carefully to His voice… 
• Exodus 15:26  He said, "If you will listen 

carefully to the voice of the LORD your 
God…;  for I am the LORD who heals you."  



From Marah to Elim 
7. God will give you an Oasis (Elim) in life 
along the way… if you don’t drink of the 
bitter waters. Elim represents the 
apostolic number 12 for God, 70 of those 
Jesus sent out and the sweet abundance. 
• Exodus 15:27  After leaving Marah, the 

Israelites traveled on to the oasis of Elim, 
where they found twelve springs and 
seventy palm trees. They camped there 
beside the water.  



From Marah to Elim 

• Jesus is calling … 

–each today to come to hear His voice, 
pick up the tree (the cross) and let 
Jesus heal you forever. 

–Jesus is offering you His sweet living 
water ( (Holy Spirit) and to not drink 
of bitter waters. 

–Jesus wants to lead you with His Holy 
Love into His sweet water and His 
abundance and peace. 


